
Who’s a Pollinator?
Think of a pollinator: what comes to mind? Was it a bee? There are actually

lots of animals that pollinate plants. Here are some examples, but one of 

these animals is not a pollinator. Which is it? Find the answers on the next 

page… 

1. Lesser Long-nosed Bats

2.Think-legged Flower Beetle
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4. Earthworm
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5. Red Admiral Butterfly

3. Bee Fly
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6. Ruby-throated Hummingbird



Who’s a Pollinator? answers
Which of the animals from the puzzle page are pollinators? And which 

flowers do the pollinate? Find out here…

1. Lesser Long-nosed Bats

Quite a number of bat species are pollinators. This species is from 

Central and North America and feeds largely on nectar from night-

flowering plants such as the Organ Pipe Cactus, picking up pollen in 

their fur as they do. 

2. Think-legged Flower Beetle

This beautiful green beetle can often be seen on flowers with an

open structure, such as ox-eye daisies, cow parsley and brambles. 
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3. Bee Fly

It may look like a bee, but this insect is actually a fly. Like bees, it 

feeds on nectar and pollen, pollinating flowers as it goes.  Bee flies 

have very long mouthparts to get to the nectar in flowers.  
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4. Earthworm

Not a pollinator! Earthworms don’t drink nectar or eat pollen. 

They are detrivores, getting their food from the soil where they live. 

The way that they take the soil through their digestive system is really 

important for plants, making sure nutrients they need to grow are 

available to them.   © Pfly

5. Red Admiral Butterfly

Butterflies have a long, coiled mouthparts called a proboscis that can 

be unfurled to reach into flowers and drink nectar. They pick up 

pollen as they feed, transferring it to other flowers.  
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6. Ruby-throated Hummingbird

Hummingbirds have a long tongue inside a long, slender beak perfect 

for drinking nectar. Hummingbirds prefer red and pink flowers with a 

tubular shape.  
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